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Changes to GCSE Mathematics 

From September 2015, GCSE Mathematics has 

changed and has become more demanding for 

everyone. 

The changes have been designed to help students 

emerge from GCSE Mathematics with a level of 

confidence and fluency that will provide a 

genuine foundation for the rest of their learning 

and working lives. 

Examination Board 

At Stockport Academy we will be using the 

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics specification (9‐1). 

For further details please use this link:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/ 

qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-

2015.html-2015.html 
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Eight things you need to know about the new GCSE 

 

1. It’s bigger 

The new GCSE is bigger in size than the current GCSE. 

 

2. There’s more content at both tiers 

There has been an increase in the breadth and depth of content to be covered at the higher ter. 

More content has been added to the higher tier to stretch and challenge the most able students 

and to help prepare them for A Level Mathematics. 

 

3. There are new Assessment Objectives 

The new Assessment Objectives place greater 

emphasis on mathematical problem solving and 

mathematical reasoning and communication. 

Also, greater emphasis is placed on assessing skills 

in Algebra and Statistics and Probability in the 

new GCSE specification. 

 

4. There are more examination papers for students to take 

More assessment time is required to assess the larger body of content, therefore the new GCSEs 

will see students take three examination papers at the end of the course as follows.  

 

 

 



5. There are more formulae that students will 

need to memorise for the examinations 

The number of formulae that students can be provided 

with in the examinations has been reduced, so students 

will need to memorise some formulae, such as the 

quadratic formula. 

 

6. The structure of the papers has changed 

The new structure of the papers will see fewer questions 

targeted at the lowest grades and more questions 

targeted at the highest grades. 

 

7. The assessments will be more demanding 

The new content added, increased emphasis on 

mathematical problem solving, reasoning and 

communication, as well as the increased assessment time and change in the structure of the 

papers, all mean that GCSE Mathematics examinations will be more demanding in the future.7.  

 

8. There’s a new grading system 

A new grading system has been introduced using numbers to represent grades instead of letters. 

The new grades are on a scale of 9–1, with 9 representing the highest grade and 1 the lowest. The 

new performance measurement for schools and the level at which a ‘high quality’ pass for 

students is attained will change from A* ‐ C to 9 ‐ 5.  Further Education colleges, sixth form 

colleges, apprenticeships and employers will require a ‘high quality’ grade 5 pass in Maths. During 

the transition period a grade 4 pass may be accepted, however students should aspire to 

attaining grade 5 minimum to ensure access to Level 3 courses e.g. A Levels and extended 

Diplomas. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Changes our Mathematics Department have already made 

 Schemes of work already allow for an accelerated pathway through KS3 with GCSE being 

started in Year 9.  

 A greater emphasis on probing questions and problem solving in lessons, and for 

homework. 

 

 

 



 

What you can do to support your child 

 Provide them with the equipment they will need – a pencil case complete with black/blue 

pens, a pencil, ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener and red pen. They will also need a scientific 

calculator. The one we recommend is a Casio FX85GT-PLUS. Students can purchase one from 

Student Services for £7. 

 They will also need to use a computer with reliable internet access for online homework 

and research, or make use of the after school clubs in the LRC. 

 Ensure that, when homework is set, they complete it by the deadline given. 

 

Online Resources  

Stockport Academy subscribe to a number of high quality online maths resources. These should 

be used regularly at home to support completion of homework, ongoing revision and specific 

topic focus. 

www.hegartymaths.com 

Students all have individual logins for this site. This fantastic resource contains short video clips of all 

GCSE topics with accompanying quizzes 

www.corbettmaths.com 
This free website has a wealth of resources that support students studying GCSE maths. It has 

videos and worksheets for every topic as well as practice examination papers, and ‘5 a day’ 

questions. 

 

http://www.vle.mathswatch.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/

